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G20 ARGENTINA: 

Digital Economy Ministerial Declaration (August 24, 2018)

- Accelerating Digital Infrastructure for Development -

 “…we commit our efforts to prioritize connectivity of 

individuals, households, businesses, industries and the public 

sector, taking into particular consideration remote areas and 

vulnerable groups. The Argentine Presidency introduced 

Annex 4 “Accelerating Digital Infrastructure for 

Development” as a compilation of references to assist G20 

members towards expanding digital infrastructure and 

extending coverage to underserved communities and 

individuals, through integrated strategies that align 

incentives, improve market competitiveness, stimulate 

investment, promote collaboration among public and 

private sectors and create trust in all stakeholders.”

2

Source: G20 (2018)
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Internet: Lights and Shadows

Source: www.inverse.com
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Source: WEF - Internet for All (2016)

Affordable Spend on Communications by Income Level
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Source: WEF - Internet for All (2018)

Which maturity level 

we should look at for 

‘Unconnected’ in Asia?
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Source: WEF - Internet for All (2018)

Differences by ICT Infrastructure Funding Actors
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Source: WEF - Internet for All (2018)

Six Factors Constraining the Flow of Capital Towards Infrastructure Projects 7



Public-Private Blended Finance Arrangements

Source: WEF - Internet for All (2018)
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Source: WEF - Internet for All (2017)

[Case Study: Eastern Africa Northern Corridor] 

Targeted Government Policy Levers Can Reduce This Cost by 23% to $49/Person 

with Savings of about $440 million...
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Policies Still Can Play Huge Roles to Expand Connectivity…

 Spectrum access policies have considerable impact on infrastructure 
and investment more broadly. 

 In particular, regulatory policy and decisions affect infrastructure 
investment with regard to both scarce mobile spectrum and fixed-line 
networks. 

 Removing entry barriers and facilitating competition puts downward 
pressure on prices.

 Wi-Fi for last-mile connectivity and various technologies (including 
possibly TV White Space) for backhaul

 Mobile network operator partnerships (either revenue sharing or 
wholesaler)

 Public Wi-Fi (subsidized or free)

 Publicly sponsored wholesale fibre networks
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Source: JICA

Proposed 5G Smart City 

in Bang Sue, Bangkok
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JICA ICT and Development
https://www.youtube.com/jicaictanddevelopment

ICT and Development
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